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PATHWAY TO TARBES

COMPETITION PROGRAMME

The sport of Tennis is playing matches and learning to compete in a fun way is a very important aspect of learning to play.   The P2T programme includes a monthly competition day, which is organised on the third Saturday of each month and alternates between Batchwood Indoor Tennis Centre and Gosling Tennis Centre.

How do I sign up for a competition day?

A Pathway to Tarbes web page can be found on www.hertstennis.co.uk. 

Enter the site:

· Click on Mini Tennis 

· Pathway to Tarbes

· Information for players currently on Tarbes 

· Competition Calendar     

There you will find the list of players entered for events.

Please book your place in the competition by emailing: desktop2.herts@LTA.org.uk  before the closing date.  This ensures that your entry is processed  efficiently.  

I have booked a place but now cannot attend, what do I do?

It takes time to organise a draw and if you have booked into an event, and then are unable to attend, please let us know.  Please withdraw prior to the closing date  Email: desktop2.herts@LTA.org.uk   If your child is unwell and it is after the Wednesday prior to the event, please call or text either Jamie Broomfield (Gosling) on 07944 163338 or Julia Searle (Batchwood) on 07816 004992  according to the location of the competition.

How do I know what time to turn up?
You will receive an email before the event giving the time you are playing.

What happens on the day?

Always turn up to competition days in good time, at least 15 minutes beforehand.  This gives a player time to familiarise him or herself with the surroundings and helps the coach to organise the draw for the competition. Remember to warm up. Your warm up should be off court as the competition courts are only booked from  4pm. Prior to that time the courts are booked by others.  You will need plenty of water and your racket.

Orange Stage players are usually required to play from 4.00pm and should expect to remain at the venue until 7.00pm

Red Stage competition is usually split into two sessions. 

Parents are Important Too!

We need the help of parents to umpire and supervise matches. The children are young and inexperienced and matches need to be umpired.   Remember these matches will not decide the tennis playing future of the young players.  Whilst some parents are familiar with tennis scoring and tiebreak, many may not be.   Help is always at hand, ask your own club coach how to score or stand beside an experienced umpire and learn.  All parents should take a share in umpiring matches.

Hot tip!  An umpire’s decision is always final and parents should not stand near a court on which their child is playing nor should they enter into discussion with an umpire before, during or after a match.

Be an informed parent!

A British Tennis Resource Factsheet ‘Code of Practice for parents and guardian’ appears on the website for P2T.

We would also encourage parents to look at www.britishtennisparents.com.  Judy Murray, mother of Andy, is a contributor to this website, which details valuable information for tennis parents.

Four of the monthly P2T competitions are linked to the Grand Slam Tennis Tournaments.   This is to highlight the important events in the minds of the young players and their parents.    We would encourage parents and players to become ‘students’ of the game and help the players watch some of the matches.     Projects are often required for school and what better subject for a young player than ‘tennis!’   

British Tennis Membership

The young players in the P2T programme are the game’s future.  Whether you and your family play for fun with friends or if you play competitively, the membership programme has something for everyone.   All players on the P2T programme must join.  

All P2T players must carry their British Tennis number and date of birth  with them when playing tennis. 
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